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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Examiner has given consideration to applicant's Provisional Application No. 
60/429,589 filed on November 27, 2002. For examining purposes of this application, 
the effective filing date will be November 27, 2002. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 2 objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase "into which 
of from..." is worded awkwardly. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1, 5, 6 and 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 1 recites the limitation "said bank" in lines 5 and 10. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the underlying commercial transaction" in lines 6 
and 11-12. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claims 5 and 9 recites the limitation "the underlying commercial transaction" in 3. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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8. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the shipping counterparties, shipping contracts, 
shipping invoices, and shipping dates." in lines 4-5. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Barnes et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 5,970,475 (see PTO-892, Ref. A). 

11. As per claim 1 , Barnes teaches a method of managing supply chain transactions 
between a business organization and its customers and suppliers comprising, in 
combination, the steps of: 

establishing a standard data model which defines the content of data 
representing said transactions, said data model specifying the content of data 
describing individual financial payment transactions performed by said bank on behalf of 
said business organization and additional data specifying the nature of the underlying 
commercial transaction between said business organization and its customer or supplier 
which gives rise to each of said financial payment transactions (see column 8, lines 4- 

12. column 11, lines 9-24 and column 20, lines 57-67), 
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establishing a database system for storing data that conforms to said standard 
data model (see column 7, lines 48-59, column 10, lines 40-47 and Figure 2), 

transmitting data to said database describing each given one of said financial 
payment transactions to be performed by said bank (see column 8, lines 4-12), 

transmitting said additional data to said database specifying the nature of the 
underlying commercial transaction between said business organization and its customer 
or supplier which created the need for said given one of said financial payment 
transactions (see column 8, lines 4-12), and 

in response to a request from said business organization, performing a selected 
one of a plurality of available data processing operations on the data in said database 
system (see column 8, lines 48-67 and Figure 5). 

12. As per claim 2, Barnes teaches the method of claim 1 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said data describing individual financial payment 
transactions includes an identification of a bank account of said business organization 
into which of from which a payment is to be made, the amount of the payment made, 
and the time said payment is made (see column 10, lines 4-32, column 17, lines 49-60 
and column 20, lines 57-67). 

13. As per claim 3, Barnes teaches the method of claim 2 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said additional data specifying the nature of the 
underlying commercial transaction includes an identification of the customer or supplier 
with which the business organization deals and an identification of one or more 
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documents relating to the commercial transaction (see column 20, lines 57-67 and 
column 21, lines 1-35). 

14. As per claim 4, Barnes teaches the method of claim 3 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said documents include one or more members of the 
group comprising purchase orders, sales contracts, and invoices (see column 21, lines 
1-35). 

15. As per claim 5, Barnes teaches the method of claim 2 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said additional data specifying the nature of the 
underlying commercial transaction includes an information describing the manner in 
which goods or services are to be delivered (see column 21, lines 1-35). 

16. As per claim 6, Barnes teaches the method of claim 5 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said information describing the manner in which goods 
or services are to be delivered includes information describing to one or more members 
of a group consisting of the shipping counterparties, shipping contracts, shipping 
invoices, and shipping dates (see column 21, lines 1-35). 

17. As per claim 7, Barnes teaches the method of claim 1 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said step of transmitting data to said database 
describing each given one of said financial payment transactions is performed by a cash 
workflow procedure in which said business organization instructs its bank to make a 
payment (see column 17, lines 49-60). 

18. As per claim 8, Barnes teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said cash workflow procedure in which said business 
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organization instructs its bank to make a payment includes the transmission by said 
business organization to its bank of data which conforms to said data model and 
includes an identification of a bank account of said business organization into which or 
from which a payment is to be made, the amount of the payment made, and the time 
said payment is made (see column 17, lines 49-60). 

1 9. As per claim 9, Barnes teaches the method of claim 8 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said additional data specifying the nature of the 
underlying commercial transaction includes an identification of the customer or supplier 
with which the business organization deals and an identification of one or more 
documents relating to the commercial transaction (see column 20, lines 57-67 and 
column 21, lines 1-35). 

20. As per claim 10, Barnes teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said available data processing operations on the data in 
said database system include accounts receivable and collections management 
functions (see column 10, lines 4-32). 

21. As per claim 1 1 , Barnes teaches the method of claim 1 0 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said available data processing operations on the data in 
said database system further include customer credit assessment functions (see 
column 21 , lines 53-58). 

22. As per claim 12, Barnes teaches the method of claim 1 1 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said available data processing operations on the data in 
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said database system further include accounts payable management functions (see 
column 10, lines 4-32). 

23. As per claim 13, Barnes teaches the method of claim 10 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said available data processing operations on the data in 
said database system further include accounts payable workflow functions in which said 
business organization instructs its bank to make payments to suppliers (see column 17, 
lines 49-60). 

24. As per claim 14, Barnes teaches the method of claim 7 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said step of transmitting data to said database 
describing each given one of said financial payment transactions is further performed by 
an accounts payable workflow procedure in which said business organization instructs 
its bank to make payments to suppliers (see column 17, lines 49-60). 

25. As per claim 15, Barnes teaches a method of providing data processing services 
from a bank to a client business organization engaged in commercial supply chain 
business transactions comprising, in combination, the steps of: 

establishing a standard data model which defines the content of data 
representing said transactions, said data model specifying the content of data 
describing individual financial payment transactions performed by said bank on behalf of 
said client business organization and additional data specifying the nature of the 
underlying commercial transaction between said business organization and its 
customers or suppliers which gives rise to said financial payment transactions (see 
column 8, lines 4-12, column 11, lines 9-24 and column 20, lines 57-67), 
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establishing a database system for storing data that conforms to said standard 
data model (see column 7, lines 48-59, column 10, lines 40-47 and Figure 2), 

employing said database to accept instruction data from said business 
organization to perform a given one of said financial payment transactions (see column 
8, lines 4-12), 

employing said database to accept said additional data specifying the nature of 
the underlying commercial transaction between said business organization and its 
customer or supplier associated with said financial payment transactions (see column 8, 
lines 4-12), and 

in response to a request from said business organization, performing a selected 
one of a plurality of available data processing operations on the data in said database 
system (see column 8, lines 48-67 and Figure 5). 

26. As per claim 16, Barnes teaches the method of claim 15 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said instruction data includes an identification of a bank 
account of said business organization into which or from which a payment is to be 
made, the amount of the payment made, and the time said payment is made (see 
column 10, lines 4-32, column 17, lines 49-60 and column 20, lines 57-67). 

27. As per claim 17, Barnes teaches the method of claim 16 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said additional data specifying includes an identification 
of the customer or supplier with which the business organization deals and an 
identification of one or more documents relating to the commercial transaction (see 
column 20, lines 57-67 and column 21, lines 1-35). 
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28. As per claim 18, Barnes teaches the method of claim 15 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said available data processing operations on the data in 
said database system include accounts receivable and collections management 
functions (see column 10, lines 4-32). 

29. As per claim 19, Barnes teaches the method of claim 18 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said available data processing operations on the data in 
said database system further include customer credit assessment functions (see 
column 21, lines 53-58). 

30. As per claim 20, Barnes teaches the method of claim 15 as described above. 
Barnes further teaches wherein said step of accepting payment instruction data is 
performed by an accounts payable workflow procedure in which said business 
organization instructs its bank to make payments to suppliers (see column 17, lines 49- 
60). 
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Conclusion 

The Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It 
is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully consider 
the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as 
well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the 
examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shahid R. Merchant whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1360. The examiner can normally be reached on First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammel can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,925 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3694 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



